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NAVY DEPARTMENT "
BUREAU OF AERONAUTICS
Aer-PL-LG WASHINGTON
CvV 2 January 1942

000774
MEMORANDUM For: Rear Admirsl Rowcliff.
SUBJECT: Heavier-Than-Air Aircraft Carrier.

1. The proposal to use a large airplane as a carrier for small fighter
airplanes has been made from time to time. Some studies heve been mede, in a
general way, to evaluate the possibilities but these preliminary studies did
not indicate sufficient promise to justify further detailed study. The in-
herent defect in the scheme is believed to be fundamental.

2. It is possible, of course, to carry a small aircraft on a larger
one. The "Mayo Composite" arrangement was proposed as z means of getting a
very high performance small sirplane into the air. The larger sirplane in
this case is essentially a flying catapult or means of assisted take-off and
it was demonstrated that the scheme did function as designed. It is noted,
hewever, thet no military application of the scheme has been made in England,
where it was developed.

3. Other proposals have assumed that, until the separation is effected,
the smaller components function as a pert of the whole and contribute their
share of the thrust and iift. However, nothing is szid about their contribu-
ting a very generous amount of additional drag. It is in this feature that
the scheme appears impracticable. The drag of the composite unit depends
largely on the gross weight, wing area and span. Attaching one or more small
eirplanes on a larger eirplane means a large amount of additional weight, which
must come out of the useful load of the iarge airplane. 7This is objectionable
but probably not as bad as the effect of the attached airplanes on the induced
drag of the whole, with a resuitant unacceptable loss of range.

Lie These objections are fundamental physical facts. Until zirplanes
are built so large that small fighters can be stowed within the structure and
add but a small percentage to the normal gross load of the parent craeft it seems
wholly impracticable to consider the scheme. For anything we now have in sight
the penalty on the performance of the parent craft is prohibitive.

5 The Mertin XPBRM¥-1, the lergest flying boat in existence tocay, is
less thzn one fourth as large as a carrier plane wouid have to be in order
that it carry fighters ready for launching within the huil. This zirplene
design was started five years ago and has cost a number of millions to design
and build. It is impossible to predict the time that would be expended to de-
velop a carrier boat as large as indicated with the necessazry power plant installa-
tions. The development of engines and propeilers alone would be & major engineer-
ing project. A desizn such as this is so far from present experience that no one
is capable of designing it without years spent in structurzl analysis and aero-
dynamic and hydrodynamic research and test.

Rear Admiral U.S.N.,
Chief of the Jureau of Aeronautics.




HoeHs TRESNT MAGKAY

January, 12, 1942

Dear Captaln Bates,

Your letter was most apprecilated. Thank you very much.
Have been wondering when you will so to sea. I left the Clark in
September and came to the Cassin. The Clark was around last week
and she has been changed considerably. A better ship now too.

Did you know that of seventy-two ships inspected by the Board

under Admiral Gannon onlv two, the Selfridee and Clark, were

commended ?

Thinas were not near as bad in Honolulu as the reports

would indicate. Marion 1is still here. She apprecliated your letter

also,

Hank Duvall 1s the skipper of a new destrover I have

heard. Galleryvy 1s ashore at Hampton Roads now. I see Captain

Mavfield about quite often.

Most sincerely,




GEORGE G. BREED
133 WEST 11 STREET
NEW YORK, N. Y.

Jan. 20, 1942,

Dear Rafe:

I understand that you were instrumental
in helping young Calvert to obtain a commission in
the Canadian Navy.

I have been told that I cannot be commissioned in
our navy. I do not wish to sit on the sidelines at
such a time, if there is any means by which I can
get to sea in any capacity. Having kept up with the
seafaring life, I believe I can be useful.

Under the circumstances, I do not ask nor would
I allow you to use any influence in my behalf, but
it occurred to me that you might be able to suggest
the person to see and to give me helpful advice on
the procedure. My chances with the Canadians may
not be any better, but it is possible that they
will have a different basis for their sstimate of
the qualities they need in their navy.

I shall be most deeply grateful for any assistance

you can give. Should you wish to discuss the matter
I will be glad to come to Newvort or wherever you
may be stationed, if it is not too remote from New

vork.

I will appreciate it if you will consider this
matter confidential,

Sincerely,

g




HEADQUARTERS

QR/ND-1/ FIRST NAVAL DISTRICT
DPO-6/AI}/R1/ NORTH STATION OFFICE BUILDING
150 CAUSEWAY STREET, BOSTON, MASS.

January 24, 1942

Captain R. W. Bates, U.S.N.,
Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island

Iy dear Captain:

Your letter of January 21, 1942, addressed to
the Commandant, has been referred to the District Person-
nel Officer for consideration and reply.

Inasmuch as Mr. Robert Phelps, to whom you refer
in your letter, is now serving as a Chief Gunner's liate on
the U.S.S., ST. AUGUSTINE, he will have to apply to his com-
manding officer for appointment to commissioned rank in the
Naval Reserve. He may do this in accordance with Bureau of
Navigation Circular Ietter #156-41, dated December 23, 1941,
or he may apply for temporary promotion in aceordance with
Bureau of Navigation Circular Ietter #139-41.

The cormanding officer of the U.S.S. ST. AUGUSTINE
undoubtedly has these references and I am sure will be

pleased to give lir. Phelps' request favorable consideration.

Very truly yours,

H. G. COPELAND,
Captain, TUMR.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 26, 1942.

Dear Rafe:

It was very thoughtful - yet so like you -
to write and wish me well in the new job. TYou are a

very loyal friend.

The job is bound to be interesting and it
will be a privilege to be with him even for a short
time. I must, you know, keep my eye on the blg target -
a combatant command.

With every good wish, I am,
Sincerely yours,
P P Lc C e

——

Ceptain R. W. Bates, U. S. Navy,
U. S. Naval War College,

Newport, R. I.
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OFFICE OF
COMMANDANT FIFTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT
BALBOA, CANAL ZONE

January 28, 1942

Dear Captain Bates,

Just the other day I wrote Captain Crosby. a
letter requesting him to inform me as to when the next
Preparatory Staff Course commenced. I put in a request

November for the one due to start 5 January and I
have never heard if it had started then or not.

Jown here, "scuttlebutt™ has it that the
class did not comnience but that it is expected to some-
time in the Spring. However, we are without any official
word here.

The reason 1 am writing vou 1s because I was
out last nicht with wmy old friend Cavtain John "3Sabe"
Brown end in the course of talking over old tlmes at the
Union Club, I brought up the suLJect of the /ar Collece
and hovi vVery desirous = was of receiving its benefits,
whereupon he told e to write to you.
he hospitality of
th our mutual Triend,

I remenpver well receiving ©
rour c“aruing hore at mailum . seach wi

- - rs
vz Ling.

Any informz.icn you ! it to give e
re-;arding the present or futurs .t © the Course,
will be ecreatly apureciated.

windest pcrsonal recards

Respectrfully,
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BUREAU OF SHIPS

NAVY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON, D. C.

February 3, 1942.

iy dear Bates:

I am turning the matter sent me with your letter of
31 January on the subject of boilers over to the Boiler Section for
their information. In case ir. McTarnashan shows up, we will take

care of him.

Thanks very much for your well wishes and your compli-
mentary remarks as regards the work of the Bureau of Ships. It is
certainly appreciated, as most of the things we receive are knocks
and troubles.

Yours sincerely,

C. A. JONES,
Captain, U.S.}

Captain R. W. Bates, U.S.N.,
Naval Var College,
Newport, Fhode Island.
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Fboo 6, 1942,

Ot Bon Ronahils amel mi:m—»:o sf/mm&_

.

Mzmoz.. oﬂwu.fv Em.7

yw‘»ﬂ- aonewlok oAtmed_ od Lﬂmﬁ/»ﬂ— |

o i hal
tﬁw,ﬁ,;?“‘;fﬁ“zm;

M‘ﬁ’"‘“z”"‘” w/;....,_..a@mo«./
ralinn i




Conn

(s e et
ah&w
Bl

\9
\M‘MAOQL
‘WA/\AM

Ao,
oba
SO
A v
o s o
e»é‘voq
-
~Z___.

w2l
Q.. N,
o Wan, 2
e o

w‘;“;‘l"
drn.







R ‘
~0~7t‘a~27

' . o,

i3
X
¥4 h
{

wos TL,

WM

_%

./. %rm




COMMANDANT
U. S. NAVAL OPERATING BASE
BERMUDA

Captain R. W. Bates
Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island

Dear Rafe,

Many thanks for your nice letter.
I greatly appreciate your writing me.

I am, of course, much pleased -
perhaps more pleased than I would have
been last year.

We have enjoyed this duty, but it
has been difficult and tough. My family
has been evacuated. They are now in
Haverford.

With best fegards,

Sincerely yours,




HOWARD W. TAYLOR,JR.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
2107 FIDELITY-PHILADELPHIA TRUST BUILDING

PHILADELPHIA

March 11, 1942

Captain Richard Bates,
Naval War College,
Newport, R.I.

Dear Captain Bates?

Mrs. Wear told me about your telephone
call on Monday, and your suggestion that I try
to get into the A.V.S. course in Rhode Island.
This would be very much in line with the type
of thing I would like to do, but I believe that ra
the minimum age requirement is twenty eight, and
I will not be twenty eight until November 19 of
this year.

A friend of mine recently completed the
V-7 ccurse at Northwestern University in Chicago
and tells me that there is some talk about organ-
izing a similar course for married memto trainm
them as decx officers to take over the work now -
being done by single deck officers at shore bases,Nﬁ
thus relieving the single officers for sea duty. ’
This is exactly the type of thing I would like to
do, and I would appreciate very much learning
whether there is any truth to these rumors.

I was classified as 3A by my Draft Board
last July, but I believe that I will be reclassi-
fied as 1A almost any time now. I apologize for
this typewritten letter, but we are extremely busy
now with income tax returns, etc.

Sincerely yours,

Lo 0oy . Vo




SUBMARINES, ATLANTIC FLEET
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In reply address not the signer of thi
letterr.eﬁut Bureau of Naval Pm?mnélla.'*
Navy Department, Washington, D. C.

Refer to No, NAVY DEPARTMENT
4 BEREAU ‘OF NAVAL PERSONNEL

o " WASHINGTON, D. C.
S 'h

prs

June 3, 1942,

Dear Rafe:

This 1s in reply to your letter of June 1,
addressed to Barry Wilson. You just missed him as
he was detached on Monday.

In accordance with a request of Admiral
Kalbfus, you are to remain where you are for the
time being. We shall endeavor to await advice
from Admiral Kalbfus before issuing you any other
orders.

Kindest regards.

Very sincerely,

W. M. Fechteler.

Captain R. W. Bates, U.S.XN.,
Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island.
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WM. CLARKE MASON
CHARLES E. MORGAN
BEVAN A. PENNYPACKER
W.HEYWARD MYERS, UR.
A.ALLEN WOODRUFF
ARTHUR LITTLETON
JOHN RUSSELL,JUR.
FREDERICK H. KNIGHT
HENRY R.HEEBNER
W.JUAMES Mac INTOSH
THOMAS B. K. RINGE
JAMES TYSON STOKES
HOWARD H. RAPP
ANTHONY H. WHITAKER

WILLIAM E.LINGELBACH, JUR.

H.ORVEL SEBRING, JR.

HENRY GROSS
RAYMOND E.DOYLE
MURDOCH K.GOODWIN
JAMES S. FEIGHT
OSCAR M.HANSEN
RANDAL MORGAN, 3™
ERNEST R. voNn STARCK
BRADY O. BRYSON
MARTIN P, SNYDER
JOHN N.SCHAEFFER,JR.
JOHN P. BRACKEN
HOWARD W. TAYLOR, JUR.
HOWARD KELLOGG
JOHN R.McCONNELL

MORGAN, LEWIS & BocKius
COUNSELORS AT LAW
2107 FIDELITY-PHILADELPHIA TRUST BUILDING
PHILADELPHIA

Captain Richard W. Bates, USN
Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island.

Dear Captain Bates:

Thank you for your letter of July
27, 1942, I am returning the enclosure to you

herewith.

On July 24, 1942 I received my Com-
mission as Lieutenant (jg) to rank from July 7,
1942, which had been signed July 15, 1942. I
wes sworn in on the 24th of July but as yet have
not received any orders at zll.

Elizabeth admits being a "healthy
wretch", but takes violent exception to your

statement that having a baby is incidentzl. You

are certainly going to have qguite an argument
on your hands the next time you see her.

Thanks again for the interest you
heve taken in me. Elizabeth, Mrs. Wear and
Katherine Potter Taylor all send their love.

Very truly yours,

oz &) oy I, VR.




In reply not the signer of
this letter but Bureau of Acronautics,
Navy Department, Washington, D.C,

Rt to No. NAVY DEPARTMENT
- BUREAU OF AERONAUTICS
WASHINGTON

23 July 1942.

Dear Captain Bates:

1. It would appear that your Mr. Taylor is more fortunate
than at first believed. Since my last letter the August class at
Quonset has been increased in size and I have received excellent
assurance that Mr. Taylor will be ordered to the Class at Quonset
next month. It will require a little fast work on the part of our
"red tapeMartists, but I think it can be done alright. Certainly
he will be in the October class.

2. My plans for Mr. Taylor call for a short tour (about
a month) in Washington, after which time he will probably be crdered
to some station in Florida. There are other possibilities which may
come up prior to his graduation from Quonset, but I feel sure that
any duty assigned to Mr. Taylor will not be in Washington, except, for
a very short period.

3. I trust that this will meet with your approval and am
only too glad to be of some assistance. Commander Rees has returned,
sends his best regards, and would appreciate a line from you at your
convenience.

Best regards,

Sincerely,

7 S. ofper,
Lt.Cdr.USN.

Captain R. V. Bates,USH,
Naval War College,
Newport, Rhode Island.
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UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET
AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

Neval Operating Ease,
Norfoll, Va.
2L asvgust, 1942.

Dear C

This is to express to you ny gratitude for
the confid you pleced in me in recorr.ending me for this
jot. T v, I feel that I am not worthy of your an»pro-
bation. war College course makes the student realize
how 1ittle he really knows, ané convinces him that his
nrofession is one in which he may spend a lifetime znd still
not rise atove mediocrity.

I did not complete the special work in
Hydro when orders were issued sending me here, I had been
assigned to commend of the revair ship ALCOR, Sandy Sharp's
flagship, but those orders were nodified when Atniral Hewitt
acted upon .dmirel Yalbfus' reconmrendations. I was anxious
to finish up that sprecial job but it was deferred because it
was of little importance to the Navy until this show is over,

This is the second time I have served
under my rresent boss, so it is a very ha»py assignment to
rie personally. Our task is greatly confused by the unsettled
concepts in the minds of the hicher cormand. It is apparent
to me from what I read that the Suprene Commanders are NOT
using S.ll.L. It presages ill for our czuse to have the High
Cormand rmuddle along, vacillating und irresolute, attenpting
to reach decisions of national import by such processes as
psychic inspiration, wishful hopes, and plain ordinary hunches.
I ean. certain that we would be on firmer ground if our nationzl
stretegy was developed by the 1ogzical processes of 3.M.D.
This is an observation; NOT a criticism of ny superiors!l!!

“jould it be nossible for this cormand to
have copies of the Staftf Solutions of thne Ctrategical and
Tactical problems given to the last .C, class? 4lso a copy
of the solution of the l.arine Corps problem on SaIrall 2
Those documents would be of inestimable value to us Lecause
we have & large staff of army and navy crficers, and we nust
correlate our plans in every detszil. 1 hesitate to write to
adriral Yalbfus ebout this but I knew that you would be an
understanding soul who could sell it to the .driral if that
was necessary.

Pe ossured that I cherish the snlendid
tutoring I received from vou and that I value your aavice
most highly. I could never tackle this as$ignment had I had
a less brillient or less canable instructor. =11 that I can say
is that I hope that I can prove ryself worthy of your tireless
efforts in behalf of my /.C. class.

rlease rer.ember 1me to the aAadmiral, Dick

and my other friends at the ' °.C.
“ith best personal regards,
Hespectfully yours,




ADDRESS NAVY DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU OF SHIPS. REFER TO
FILE No.

NAVY DEPARTMENT

BUREAU OF SHIPS
WASHINGTON, D. C. 25 August 1942

Dear "Com-Man-Der" (or if you are going to go Comdr. Wood on me
I'11 say -

Dear Captain Bates:

Have been thinking about you latelay and wishing you
were around so we could have a long and friendly chat. There
are so many things happening these days. I just called the
Detail Office and they tell me your address is Naval War
College. Say, I know by now you have all the latest schemes
planned and worked ont on this War situation and I vote for
you to start putting them into effect. OF was the Solomon
Island your first release?

Anyway what are you doing these days and are you still
A-loving and A-Leaving the Ladies. I always had hopes that
you would be back some day but now I've done something about
your seeming negligence. Ha, Ha! Shame on you}l

. Ed and I are going to be married on 5 September - One for
Mr. Ripley, eh? I know you are shocked and I hope, you realize
that at last I got around to your way of thinking. You see

I guess Uncle Sam is really Cupid because Ed was transferred

to the US Veterans Hospital at Lyons, N.J., on 10 July. Well
he has a nice home up there along with his job. I didn't want
any other lady to take over his home so I'm going up to run it
- of course he gave nme first refusal. Then again, his daughter
finished at Wellesley this June - so you see I get a husband
and a Sweet Girl Graduate all at the same.time. I fess up -

I am quite thrilled about everything and wish you were here

to enjoy this happening with me. Of course, I know you would
just have me blushing at some of your remarks. Anyway it
would be lots of fun.

Helen Rhoderick Hsle went home with me last night to see
my needle point chair - I don't believe I was working on this
while you were here but it was the fancy work I took up after
discarding my knitting. Well on the outside of the building we
pumped into Comdr. Thomas. He has lost some weight - and he
could well afford to do this. He is Jjust as he used to be in
the Good 0l1d Days when Bates was here with us. He was
surprised to know Helen was married and even moreso to know
I was about to plunge. He promised te drop into see us before

I leage on 31 August.




Yes my resignation is in and I wind up after business
next Monday. I had hoped to have a small wedding down home
with just members of the immediate family present. Well three
weeks ago Mother tripped on next to the bottom step going down
in our basement, fell,and broke her hip. She was in the hospital
for two weeks and then we bought a hospital bed and brought
dother home along with a train nurse -~ she is right in the
midst of her friends and family and seems happier there.
Mother is 70 years old but the Dr. encourages us about the
outcome of this accident. She is doing nicely but of course
is quite uncomfortable. A wedding is too mch éxcitement for
her now so Ed is coming down on Friday, 4 September. We will
have dinner with friends here that night, and then on Saturday
we are stopping in at the parsonnage of Dr. Burgan - minister
at Hamline Methodist Church here and a cousin of mine, and
be married. From thence we will take a short wedding trip
as Ed has to be back to work on Tuesday umorn, 8 September.

Well that's the story and I wanted you to know it in
advance of a formal announcement. Aren't you glad that
another one of your problems is being so nicely settled?

Might drop me a line to let me know the latest on
you and your activities. Would be so nice © hear from you.

Again - a Bright Spot of my Life was those Years you
were on duty here in the Bureau - we laid the groumiwork for
the Security and other things all right. How about it?

The best of luck to you. And shall I say -

"Lovingly™",

e
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